The Story of British Diplomacy
both the United States and England from any enterprise to their own profit on the littoral of the contemplated waterway through Central America. The constructive breach of the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty alleged against England arose from her connection with the Mosquito Islands in the Bay of Honduras, over which she claimed a protectorate. The difference remained open for three years ; it was settled in 1859 by the American purchase of the islands on a guarantee of security to all local interests of Great Britain. But for some time public feeling on both sides of the Atlantic ran not less dangerously high than it was to do over the affair of the Trent, in 1861. In that year the interception by a federal vessel of the British ship carrying the confederate envoys supplied the Prince Consort with the last occasion of an actively beneficent intervention in our foreign policy at an anxious crisis.
The Prince's life coincided with a noticeable change in England's diplomatic objects and methods. In his younger days, those of the Holy Alliance epoch, diplomacy was regarded as an agency for executing or baffling the territorial or dynastic ambitions and intrigues of sovereigns. The anti-national and autocratic lengths to which European statesmanship had gone at Vienna in 1815, prepared the way for a reaction towards the recognition of racial rights and political self-government. Diplomacy during the latter part of Russell's and Clarendon's course tended to become an instrument for securing the great national forces of democracy and liberty. Between 1859 and 1865 Russell watched from Whitehall and saw that his department was perfectly supplied with the latest news
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